HOMILY AT 40TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
ST GREGORY’S SCHOOL
My dear brothers and sisters, dear boys and girls,

It’s a great pleasure for me to be here with you on your big day – the day you turn 40!

It’s often said that life begins at 40 – and while I hope that ever greater things are to come for St Gregory’s, I think we do well to thank God at this Mass for all the good that has already been achieved by this school since its opening in 1967.

The patron of this school, St Gregory Barbarigo lived in Italy about 400 years ago and he was a great priest, bishop and cardinal who assisted the Popes of his day – he helped elect four of them – to restore the Church and build it up after the Council of Trent.

Gregory Barbarigo was called another Gregory, Pope St Gregory the Great and it was he who sent St Augustine to convert the Angles.  He did a lot for the Church, including organising Church music (Gregorian Chant is called after him) and preparing very important works on the liturgy at Mass and in the Divine Office – which is the book of psalms and prayers which is used every day by priests, nuns and some laypeople.
I have always had a great admiration for St Gregory the Great, and often I quote his prayer for “the grace to see life whole”.

Dear parents and teachers, that idea of seeing life whole is so very important nowadays when the tendency in society is to focus on the particular and on the “here and now” … what is good for me, what rights do I have, how much profit can be made from producing this item, how many viewers can be enticed by making this programme  … and all of it without considering the wider impact of such decisions.

Of course one of the most important aspects of “seeing life whole” is to see the spiritual as part of our nature, and include that area of life in our planning and our formation.
We meet today during Catholic education week.  And this school, like so many others across Scotland is a shining example of “seeing life whole”.  

Here you are dedicated to giving a holistic education, one which seeks to develop natural skills and train young people for life, while at the same time forming their spiritual side, learning about Jesus, His message and His Church; learning to pray, learning to care for others as Jesus taught us.

Later this year we will be marking another anniversary – this time the 25th anniversary of the visit of another great Pope to Scotland.

I know you young people were not born then, but I’m sure many of the teachers and parents here will have very happy memories of that visit of Pope John Paul to Bellahouston Park in June 1982 – you can ask them about it when you get home!

I myself will never forget that day when the park was filled with 300,000 people, and the Holy Father offered us a very simple recipe for growing in faith and love.  

It was not a new recipe. It was one that all good people in the Church have followed from the time of the disciples of Jesus. I was re-reading it just the other day and I thought it would be good to share with you what he said.

“Be faithful to your daily prayers, to the Holy Mass and the Sacrament of Penance, meeting regularly with Jesus as a loving and merciful Saviour. Defend the sacredness of Life and the holiness of Matrimony. Understand your holy Catholic faith and live by its teaching. Face up to the difficult challenges of modern life with Christian fortitude and patience.”

It seems such a short paragraph, and yet it contains the programme for a lifetime.

Mass …

Confession …

One of the most beautiful things about coming to a Catholic school is that we learn from the words and example of so many saints who have lived at very different periods of history.

I have spoken of two of them – St Gregory the Great and St Gregory Barbarigo.  I have no doubt that Pope John Paul will also be declared a saint in the not too distant future, and so I am happy to include his words with those of the others.

Those simple words of advice about being attentive to your prayer life, frequenting the sacraments and living up to your faith could have been spoken by any of the great saints I’ve mentioned, 1500 years ago, 400 years ago or 25 years ago.  They are true today just as much as they were true yesterday.
And so today as we gather to thank God for the 40 years of teaching in St Gregory’s school, we remember the many children who learned the basics of their faith there, who were formed for the sacraments there and who learned about charity and justice issues there.  We give thanks to God for them and we pray for today’s children.

Boys and girls, make good use of your time at St Gregory’s. Fr Mackle is very proud of you and is always there to help you to get to know Jesus better.  Your teachers also care about you very much and want to see you do as well as you possibly can.  Above all your parents love you and they chose to send you to St Gregory’s because they want you to grow in stature, but also in knowledge and love.  They recognize your school as a special place where you can be given a great start in life.  I want to thank all of them.
Above all today we want to give thanks to God for all that has been achieved. Let us strive always to “see life whole” – for it is only with true wisdom of heart that we will truly develop to be all we can be, and all God wants us to be.
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