ADDRESS AT ANNIVERSARY OF NOTRE DAME CHILD GUIDANCE CLINIC

Ladies and gentlemen, distinguished visitors,

It gives me great satisfaction to say a few words at what has been billed as an “informal” opening of an exhibition to mark the 75th anniversary of the Notre Dame Centre. This centre comprises the Notre Dame child guidance clinic and Fern Tower adolescent unit and has its origins in the work of Sister Marie Hilda and the Sisters of Notre Dame.

The contribution of the order of Notre Dame to the educational, cultural and spiritual life of the Catholic Church in Glasgow and with it to the wider community is very considerable indeed and I have a keen sense of pride as Archbishop in recalling this with you today and in congratulating the Sisters of Notre Dame and many colleagues who, over the years, have staffed the centre and provided an important clinical service to disturbed children and adolescents.

It was in 1931 that in response to a demand from parents and teachers that the child guidance clinic was set up and subsequently, in 1967, it was joined by a second unit, Fern Tower, opened by Sister Jude McAleer.

I know that those who represent the centre today and continue its good work would want me not only to mention the support which the Archdiocese of Glasgow has provided over the years but that which has come from the broader community and in particular through the referrals made both by the statutory and private sectors.

Such a centre, particularly one which has sought to make its premises welcoming and pleasant for its clients, will forever stand in need of funding and I note that on three separate occasions such funding has been provided through the Cardinal Winning Charity Ball. I am sure that the presence of so many of you here today represents support of one sort or other for the clinic.

The message conveyed by the Gospel is very clear. Jesus said that “whatever you do to the least of my brethren you do to Me.”  That is a message which has motivated Christians throughout the centuries and continues to do so today. 
When we recall the powerful image of Our Lord rebuking the Apostles and bringing the children into His embrace we have further reason to think of the work of this clinic as fulfilling the Gospel imperative and we surely hope that there will be many so motivated in the future that a service as necessary as that provided by the clinic will never be lacking.
For those who are presently engaged in its work, I am sure I can say on behalf of us all here and many beyond, thank you very much and may the clinic continue to prosper.

