ADDRESS AT ST MARGARET’S HOSPICE JUNE 6 2006

I was recently in Lourdes and will shortly be going there again – this time as Leader of the Archdiocesan Pilgrimage.  At Lourdes those who are so often in our society relegated to the margins and to hidden places – I mean the sick and the elderly – are at the very centre of things.  In none of the required sayings of the Lady who spoke to Bernadette are the sick or the elderly mentioned – no reference to the terminally ill – though the Lady did say to Bernadette that she could not promise her happiness in this world but in the next.  

She simply asked that people might come in procession to a church which Bernadette was to ask the priests to build – and to wash in the spring.  The people who came, however, brought their sick and bathed them in the icy waters gathered from the spring which erupted from the grotto - as they still do.

Care of the sick has always been a sign of true faith and devotion.  We can judge a community by this sign, and identify a civilised society by its presence.

A society that does not care for its sick, does not honour its parents, does not make special provision for the dying is not worthy to be considered civilised – our society is at best ambivalent in this regard.

Excellent services are provided by doctors and nurses in clinics and hospitals but it is left to the generous few to make provision for those whom medicine can no longer cure, and which government funds only in part.

St. Margaret’s is such a provision and its supporters are those generous men and women whose faith and devotion are known. Today they have come – you have come – to offer your support to this hospice and to see the beginning of new works to enlarge its scope.

It may not be a chapel as called for by Our Lady but it is a sanctuary – and at its heart is a wellspring of love and service.  Many today and more in the future will be bathed and comforted here.

This place deserves our support and all those who serve it our deepest thanks.

Blessing:

Blessed are you Lord, God of all creation

You know our hearts; you discern our plans

You guide all we do towards your glory.

Bless this project; grant that it will be for your honour and for the benefits of the sick and dying 

May those who are engaged in its planning and in its construction be protected from injury and be strengthened in bringing it to completion.  

May all who enter this hospice as patients and staff find within its walls the blessing of your peace.

May all who visit as relatives and friends know the consolation of your grace.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.
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