ALL SOULS DAY 2007

Mass for the Italian Community

Carissimi fratelli e sorelle,

Cari amici della comunita’ italiana,

Siamo qui per ricordare nella presenza del Signore i nostri cari defunti all’inizio di questo mese di novembre che la Chiesa dedica in modo speciale ai nostri cari parenti ed amici che hanno lasciato questo mondo per ritornare al Padre Eterno.
Non siamo qui in uno spirito di tristezza, ma in uno spirito di fede e di speranza.

Dear friends, on a night like this it is natural for us to relive fond memories; for us to feel a certain bittersweet pain as we recall days of our youth spent in the company of beloved parents and grandparents, relatives and friends, many of whom are no longer with us.

But as Christians our memories are not sterile recollections. They are not tinged with the desperation of those who see life as a meaningless passage from birth to death.

Rather they are suffused with the spirit of pietas, the Latin notion of filial love for parents and friends.

It is one of the distinguishing features of the Italian community, whether in Italy or abroad to display that tender affection in a very natural way at this time of year, with a visit to the cemetery, a flower left on the family tomb or a candle lit silently in the shadows of the church.

In recent years our gathering here in the Cathedral has become something of a new tradition, but one which builds very naturally on the sentiments and customs I have just outlined.

Of course as Christians we see death not as a finality, but as a threshold. As we hear in the preface of the Mass, “for your faithful, life is changed not ended,” – vita mutatur, non tollitur.

Our hope rests on a very firm foundation, that of Jesus Christ, dead, yes, truly dead, but then risen, breaking the bonds of death for each one of us.

As we heard in the Gospel, Jesus’ answer to death is very clear … “I go now to prepare a place for you, and when I have prepared you a place I will return and take you with me so that where I am, you may be too …”

Isn’t that the most consoling of thoughts? 

That one day we will be with Christ and our loved ones once more where every tear will be wiped away, when there will be no more mourning or parting, but only love and happiness.

Italy is indeed a “terra beata” in so many ways, not least in the magnificence of its cultural achievements, many of which are shot through with a deeply Christian worldview.  

For example I look no further than Dante Alighieri, whose Commedia is indeed Divina, not only in its linguistic skill but in its deeply Christian message.

And so when he writes in Canto 3 of Purgatorio 

“La bonta’ infinita ha si gran braccia, 

Che prende cio’ che si rivolge a lei”

… we take heart.

We are all conscious of our faults and failings, that is why we pray for the dead. But our prayers are based on the certainty that God in his infinite goodness does indeed “have such wide open arms that he will welcome to himself all who turn to him.”

That image of God, with arms wide, welcoming those who come to him is what inspired Bernini in his design of St Peter’s Square.

And in a more modest way it has inspired me to propose – and achieve planning permission for – a new addition to this Cathedral, one which I hope you will take to heart in a special way.

Next year, we may well not be able to meet here for this Mass, for I hope the Cathedral will be undergoing major renovations.

One of those renovations will I hope be the construction of a cloister garden on this wall (gesture …) an Italian garden, which will contain a permanent monument to the Italian community in Scotland.

Tonight we have with us Giulia, an architect from Rome, who will be able to show you at the City Chambers her plans and artist’s impressions on a video presentation as to how our new Italian cloister might look.

I hope you will agree with me that this is a worthwhile venture. Other communities, such as the Irish and the Poles already have monuments, but the Italian community has nothing. No central focus.  
And so I thought that this Cathedral, right at the heart of the Church would be a suitable place to build a memorial in an Italianate cloister garden – a place which you can call your own, to which you can bring your cari connazionali.

I hope you will be generous in supporting the construction of this garden, I would ask that for now, you simply let others know of this plan and ask them to be prepared to help us financially when the time comes to make the dream a reality.

Cari fratelli e sorelle. 
Prima di concludere preghiamo di nuovo per i nostri fratelli defunti, implorando per loro il riposo, la pace, e la luce eternal … la serenità di chi è entrato nel luogo di Dio. 
La beatitudine eterna sarà come un banchetto, disse il Signore. Non ci sarà più pianto, né paura, né timore. Ma sarà Dio stesso, nella sua tenerezza, ad asciugare le lacrime da ogni volto... 
Con I cuori pieni di speranza quindi, offriamo questa Santa messa per i nostri cari defunti. 

Invochiamo l’intercessione dei santi e della Beata Vergine Maria, perché li accolgano nella casa del Padre per godere  per sempre la pienezza della vita, della luce e della pace.

Amen
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