ARCHBISHOP CONTI PAYS TRIBUTE TO BISHOP MCGILL

Following the death of Bishop Stephen McGill, Bishop Emeritus of Paisley at the age of 93, Archbishop Mario Conti, Archbishop of Glasgow and Apostolic Administrator of the Diocese of Paisley paid the following tribute:

The death of Bishop McGill is the end of an era.  He was one of the very few bishops of our own day who attended the Second Vatican Council between 1962-65, and at the time of his death was the oldest bishop in the United Kingdom and one of the oldest in the world.
His influence on others was immense.  As a priest he was spiritual director and then rector of Blairs College in Aberdeen, and there his deep spirituality had a profound influence on generations of Scotland’s priests and bishops.

He was formed in his spirituality in France at Saint Sulpice in Paris, but his life was changed by the outbreak of war, when he was evacuated home, to begin his ministry at Blairs.

As a bishop he was much loved, both in his first diocese of Argyll and the Isles and then in Paisley where he was bishop from 1968-1988.  His characteristic good humour, his energy and his genuine goodness made a huge impact on the people in both dioceses. Even in retirement he has been an inspiration to all who knew him.

I first saw met him as a boy at Blairs more than 50 years ago.  I last saw him just last Sunday.  I am very grateful for grace of that last meeting.  He was mentally alert, but physically worn out. I told him that all his prayers and sufferings were winning him great credit in heaven.

Last night he told the sisters who cared for him at Nazareth House, ‘I am dying’. When they asked if he was afraid, he replied, ‘No, I’m not afraid. Just sorry for my sins …’  He was anointed and slipped away to his eternal reward just a few hours later.

I think of him with deep affection and it was with great sorrow that I learned he had died.  However in his final years he prepared carefully for this moment – always grateful to the Lord for the long life he had lived and offering his prayers and sufferings for his people.

It was fitting that he lived long enough to see the nomination of his second successor as Bishop of Paisley – a nomination which brought him great satisfaction.  And fittingly Bishop-elect Tartaglia will be present on Saturday for Bishop McGill’s Requiem.
NOTE TO EDITORS: The funeral Mass for Bishop Stephen McGill will be celebrated in St Mirin’s Cathedral, Incle Street, Paisley on Saturday November 12 at 12 noon. The principal concelebrant will be Archbishop Mario Conti, Apostolic Administrator of the Diocese of Paisley. Bishop John Mone, Bishop Emeritus of Paisley will preach the homily and Cardinal Keith Patrick O’Brien, Archbishop of St Andrews and Edinburgh will be present with the other Bishops of Scotland.

