Archdiocesan Mass for Day of Consecrated Life

St Andrew’s Cathedral, February 4 2006

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

Today the Archdiocese observes what has become an annual celebration, this being the tenth, of the World Day of Consecrated Life. In other words we have in focus the great contribution made to the Church by men and women in religious life, namely those consecrated to God as members of Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life.

Among us we recognise today those who have served this Archdiocese over many years especially in the fields of education, nursing and pastoral work and those more recently come to the archdiocese as members of those new religious movements within the Church which are a sign of the Church’s continued vitality.

New forms of religious observance and commitment are signs that the Holy Spirit is forever renewing the Church in holiness and ministry.

The Feast of the Presentation of our Blessed Lord in the temple is a fitting occasion on which to celebrate consecrated life since that very first presentation of the Lord by His mother and St Joseph was in the nature of a consecration, since the Mosaic law required that every first born child should be consecrated to the Lord as were the first fruits of the earth, and the first-delivered animals of the herd.

The aspect of sacrifice is underlined by the replacement of the offering with the token gift of two doves or two young pigeons.

The sacrifice which Jesus is to make upon the cross has in a sense then already been promised or prefigured.
It is the first of those many sacrifices which throughout the ages men and women will make of their lives in fidelity to Christ’s call and in imitation of his own oblation.

Since it was the initiative of Pope John Paul II to observe this annual day and to invite dioceses throughout the world to follow suit, I thought it might be appropriate to quote some words of the present Holy Father which he addressed a few days ago to the religious of the Diocese of Rome and beyond who had gathered in the Vatican Basilica to celebrate the Feast of the Presentation.

In his homily the Holy Father commented that, "In taking her Son to Jerusalem, the Virgin Mother offered Him to God as a true Lamb that takes sin from the world, she tendered Him to Simeon and to Anna as an announcement of redemption; she presented Him to everyone as light for a safe journey along the path of truth and love."

Pope Benedict confirmed that the Day of Consecrated Life, provides "a fitting occasion to praise the Lord and thank Him for the priceless gift of consecrated life, in its various forms; it is also an incentive to promote understanding and respect, among all the people of God, for those who are totally consecrated to the Lord."

He went on: "Indeed, just as the life of Jesus, in His obedience and dedication to the Father, is a living parable of 'God with us,' so the real dedication of people consecrated to God and to their brothers and sisters becomes an eloquent sign of the presence of the Kingdom of God in today's world … 
“Among the people of God they act as sentinels who discover and announce the new life that is already present in history."

In other words religious must along with bishops and priests and others who have leadership roles in the Church warn society of dangers to its wellbeing and stability and to illuminate by the integrity of their lives and of their devoted service the path that leads to true happiness.

