BURRELL STORY
Archbishop Mario Conti of Glasgow has strongly criticised the city’s Burrell Collection for removing the traditional Christian terminology in dating objects.
The archbishop said the decision by the museum to change BC (Before Christ) and AD (Anno Domini) to BCE (Before Common Era) and CE (Common Era) was “a piece of nonsense".  He was equally scathing of the Burrell's justification that it "should not impose Christian beliefs where these may be unacceptable." 

The row began after the Catholic Church was contacted by a disgruntled parishioner who noticed the name change during a visit to the popular tourist attraction. After writing to the Burrell to complain, he received a letter from the museum's senior curator, Simon Eccles who said: "The reason for our current use of these terms is that we prefer not to impose a Christian dating terminology on pre-Christian and non-Christian cultures, out of respect for their beliefs and values. The terms Before the Common Era and Common Era are simple to understand, are in increasingly common use, and follow the same numerical dating system that has been used conventionally.  "We cannot assume these days that everyone has an education in Latin, so the term anno Domini may be obscure to many. Its positioning before the date may also be confusing. In Glasgow we are increasingly a non-Christian, multi-cultural community and therefore should not impose Christian beliefs where these may be unacceptable". Mr Eccles added Glasgow Museums had "not yet adopted a formal position on this." 

But Archbishop Conti said the decision was “nonsense”.  He said: "Many items in the Burrell Collection are inspired by the Christian faith.  To suggest that visitors admiring the collection are ignorant to the extent that they do not understand the terms “BC” and “AD” is absurd.  “I am not aware of any offence being taken by other faiths or those of no faith over the use of the traditional dating system. “And if the so-called “Common Era” is the Christian era, why change the wording?” “The whole thing is a piece of nonsense.”

