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My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

St Luke paints a powerful image of that scene in the synagogue of Nazareth when Jesus announced to his own people his divine mission.

He refers to the words of Isaiah: “The Spirit of the Lord has been given to me, for he has anointed me.”

“This text,” he said, “is being fulfilled today even as you listen …”

Many, many times, during my 25 years episcopal ministry in Aberdeen I was faced with young people for confirmation. I would say to them, “This text is being fulfilled today even as you listen.”  

“You too are being anointed with the spirit of the Lord.”

With the sacred chrism I would trace the sign of the cross on their foreheads: “Be sealed with the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

The Bishop completes the rite of initiation of the baptised, and with the Holy Spirit, confirms their part in the mission – Christ’s mission – given to His Church, “to bring the good news to the poor, to proclaim liberty to captives, new sight to the blind, to set the downtrodden free, to proclaim the Lord’s year of favour.”

This has both a spiritual and a physical import.

Present circumstances do not readily permit me to confirm our young people as I did in Aberdeen.  A mandate is given to priests to confirm, but in the name of the bishop and with the oil he consecrates tonight – the oil of chrism.

