CATECHISM

Written in 598 questions and answers, this 200 page volume offers a quick synopsis of the essential contents of the faith of the Catholic Church. The format helps make the essential contents of the faith accessible to the broadest possible audience. It is a unique tool for parents, priests, teachers and catechists.
Two years in the making, the Compendium was prepared by a commission headed by then Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, now Pope Benedict XVI. The Pope presented the Compendium at the Vatican in late June. The Pope said he hoped the compendium would give Catholics and non-Catholics easy access to the basic and essential tenets of the Catholic faith.

The new compendium, he said, is “an authoritative, certain and complete text regarding the essential aspects of the faith of the Church” and it is “in harmony with the catechism approved by the Pope and destined for the whole church.”

The Holy Father expressed his hope that the Compendium will “reopen an ideal dialogue between the teacher and the disciple, through an urgent series of questions, which involve the reader, encouraging him to continue in the discovery of ever new aspects of the truth of the faith”.

The Holy Father expressed the hope that abbreviating the text and reducing it to the essential might favour what he called “the assimilation and possible memorization of the contents.”

The Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church originated in 2002 when the Congregation for the Clergy and the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith held an International Catechetical Congress to mark the tenth anniversary of the release of the Catechism of the Catholic Church. 
During the congress, a suggestion was made that a more concise version of the Catechism would be helpful for use with children and young adults. Pope John Paul II accepted the suggestion and appointed the special commission headed by Cardinal Ratzinger. In 2004 a draft text was sent to Presidents of Episcopal Conferences for consultation. 

Seen as a companion to the widely-used Catechism of the Catholic Church, the Compendium is structured in four parts like the Catechism. While the text does contain some direct quotes from the Catechism used in a sidebar fashion, the questions and answers themselves are original text.
I hope that it will soon become a constant companion for all on their journey of faith – an essential handbook of faith for every Catholic family.
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