Christmas Message

Being a Christian is essentially a matter of walking in the Lord’s footsteps.  Recently I had the privilege of doing that quite literally as I led the by-now annual pilgrimage to the Holy Land of the Archdiocese of Glasgow.
Our trip started where the whole Christian story began, in Nazareth, where Mary responded with generous heart to the angel’s greeting.  It is an awesome sight to look at the inscription on the great basilica of the Annuciation and read: “Hic verbum caro factum est” – Here the word was made flesh.

Our trip ended, most appropriately, in the shepherds’ fields, for the Advent season was about to begin.  And there, it was especially moving to relive the excitement and wonder of the shepherds on hearing the extraordinary news of salvation – that God had become man.
At this time of year it is easy to be cynical.  Of course, Christmas can by hijacked by retailers and marketing gurus. Of course the tinsel and sleigh bells appear far too early in the year for comfort.

But such annoyances must never distract us from the truly astonishing event we recall on December 25 … that God broke through time and space and entered our human existence, motivated only by love for humanity.

In the words of the late Pope John Paul II: “In jubilant amazement we acknowledge the greatest miracle of history" (Rosarium Virginis Mariae, 33).
This Christmas let’s try to recapture that sense of awe as we visit the crib scene in our homes, churches or squares.  It is hard to throw off our familiarity, so as to try to contemplate the scene as though for the first time. 

But it is only in doing so that we will discover the real, deep, lasting joy of Christmas. A joy that is for life, for eternal life …  not just for the 25th of December.
