Civic Mass 2005 

St Aloysius, Garnethill

“Do not be afraid, for everything that is now covered will be uncovered … Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul …there is no need to be afraid. Fear him rather who can destroy both body and soul …” (Matt, 10: 26-33)
These words – “Do not be afraid” – were a common thread which ran through the teaching and discourses of the late Pope John Paul II. Indeed his opening words from the balcony of St Peter’s on the evening of his election were, “Non abbiate paura …” Do not be afraid.

For 27 years that refrain rang throughout the whole world.  It was notable that the new Holy Father, Benedict XVI, should make the injunction his own as early as his inaugural Mass as Pope. 
On that occasion he concluded his sermon with the following words: “And so, today, with great strength and great conviction, on the basis of long personal experience of life, I say to you … Do not be afraid.”

Of greater significance however is that in addressing these words to the young, he should tell them not to be afraid of Christ, nor to fear the demands he might make of them – and us!

He continued: “Christ takes nothing away, and he gives you everything. When we give ourselves to him, we receive a hundredfold in return. Yes, open, open wide the doors to Christ – and you will find true life."
“Do not be afraid …”

That courage which comes from trust in God – even though He is the one we ought to fear - was manifest in the life and example of the late Cardinal Tom Winning, my predecessor. I marked the fourth anniversary of his death with a Mass in the Cathedral just 48 hours ago. During that Mass I leaned heavily for my reflections on the words of St Paul “The life and death of each of us has its influence on others …” (Romans 14, 7-12)

Each one of us has been affected by the life and death of Cardinal Tom.  The reaction to his death four years ago is still a vivid memory for us.  

That reaction was consistent with the effects he created during his ministry as a priest and bishop, but most particularly during his years as a cardinal.  

As such he was the recognised leader of the Church in Scotland and his voice was heard.  It found a resonance well beyond the Catholic Church.

It was not always heeded by those in power of course, but they could not fail to hear it, nor take it into account.  

It was the voice of the Church’s teaching on many moral and social issues.  

It was raised in defence of Christian values; it was raised in defence of life. It was raised in defence of the poor; it was last heard defending the asylum-seekers who had come to this city.

He shocked many by declaring that he was “ashamed” to be Archbishop of Glasgow when asylum seekers, fleeing persecution in their own lands, were being victimised and bullied, harassed and criticised in this city.

That was his last public utterance – and gave me the occasion of my last letter to him supporting his stand.

Four years ago that voice was stilled, but the effects of his outspokenness and of his courageous example live on.

As with the recent death of Pope John Paul II, the reaction to Cardinal Tom’s death silenced his critics; it revealed the measure of respect in which his person was held.

Four years on, I believe he would be heartened by the efforts now being made to welcome the gifts and talents of these “new Glaswegians” into our city.
As his successor it would be remiss of me, then, not to put on record my own appreciation of all that is being done by the City Council to create a renaissance in this city, to improve social harmony, to develop educational and leisure opportunities, to stamp out bigotry and racism.
In all these areas the Church offers herself as a willing partner in the common endeavour of serving the people of Glasgow.

Already this is happening in a number of ways.  In the field of education we work together to offer the best start in life to tens of thousands of young people across the city.  I have been deeply impressed both by the quality of the buildings provided by the city and the quality of the teaching which goes on there.
Our co-operative approach to aiding the city’s re-birth is not confined to education, of course.

In the area of social care, the Mungo Foundation, formerly the Social Services division of the Archdiocese, is working across the city in partnership with the City Council for the benefit of a wide range of special needs groups, ranging from drug-abusers to those with learning difficulties, from the frail elderly to the homeless.

One project currently coming to fruition illustrates perfectly, I believe all that can be achieved.  

In Drumchapel we recently had to close a parish – St Pius X – and amalgamate it with the nearby St Laurence’s congregation.  But our work in that community did not die with the closure of the church. Instead the Mungo Foundation entered into a partnership with the city council to build a special residential unit for 30 people living with dementia. In this way the Church continues to fulfil its mission to “bring the good news to the poor” – however that poverty might manifest itself – but working in harmony with the civic authorities for the common good.

This is the ideal, for which we should aim in all our mutual endeavours.

In doing so, we carry on the legacy of Cardinal Winning, whose commitment to this city and its people was legendary; we ally the energy, the expertise and the economic support of the city to our own preaching of the consoling message of Christ - Do not be afraid – to the harassed and vulnerable people of our neighbourhoods. 

Working together, we contribute to the building of the City of God in the streets of Glasgow.
A noble endeavour indeed. 

Amen.
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