Dear Fellow Pilgrims
I am looking forward to greeting you in Lourdes and leading you in the traditional programme of events which shape our time together.

Last year, while I was in Sydney for the World Youth day the Archdiocesan Pilgrimage, led by Mgr John Gilmartin, shared in the celebration of the 150th anniversary of the Apparitions of our Lady to St Bernadette.  This year, the Bishop of Tarbes and Lourdes, suggests that we reflect on the aftermath of those portentous events particularly in the life of St Bernadette herself.
Eight years after her very public exposure as the visionary of our Lady she left Lourdes to hide herself away as a member of the Sisters of Charity and the Christian Instruction at Nevers in Burgundy where for 13 years she cared for the sick until she became sick herself and entered the infirmary of the Covent.  There, in the term traditional in the Church she “died in the odour of sanctity”.  Today her incorrupt body lies in the Church next to the Convent.

It is salutary to recall that she was canonised for her fidelity to Christ in the care of the sick as for her fidelity to the message given to her by Our Lady.  While her vision of Our Lady was a rare and supernatural privilege, her daily routine was an experience we all share.  Seeing through her eyes, and inspired by her example, may we return from Lourdes renewed in our dedication to Christ and our love for our Lady and so become confident of a share in the promise made to St Bernadette of happiness in heaven, a promise made by the Lord himself to all who serve him in the sick: 
“Come the blessed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you… for I was sick and you visited me”.
With every blessing,

+Mario

Archbishop

