CENTENARY – ST STEPHEN’S

Dear People of St Stephen’s

I offer my warmest congratulations to you on the occasion of the anniversary of your parish community.

This centenary celebration coincides with the amalgamation of the parishes of St Stephen’s and Our Lady of Loreto.  In a sense it is a return of the daughter parish to its mother church, since Our Lady of Loreto was founded in 1975 from St Stephen’s.

This event can therefore serve as an opportunity for the enhanced community to rededicate itself to the mission of the Church: to preach the Gospel, celebrate the sacraments and develop the kingdom of God in Dalmuir.

On an occasion like this we look back with fond memories on some of the great names of the past who helped shape the community we know today … especially prominent must be your founding Parish Priest Fr Montgomery, and your “second founder” – Canon Mallon who oversaw the building and opening of the “new church” 50 years ago, following the traumatic loss of the original building in the Clydebank Blitz.
Today, just as much as in 1907, there is a need for a strong and cohesive Catholic community in Dalmuir. Though material conditions have improved, the environment today is perhaps less receptive to the Christian message.  It is therefore more necessary than ever to take every opportunity offered to deepen your understanding of the faith, and renew your commitment through frequent reception of the sacraments.

In this way, like your heavenly patron, you will be able to witness to the truth, offering your lives, well-lived, for the building up of the Kingdom of God in our time.

With every blessing on this special occasion,

Yours devotedly in Christ

+Mario Conti

Archbishop of Glasgow
