HOMILY FOR CENTENARY OF FOUNDATION OF
ST MARK’S PARISH, GLASGOW

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ

It is a great pleasure for me to be here tonight to share with you that deep joy and sense of achievement that is fitting on an occasion like this when we mark 100 years in the life of a parish community.

That we gather “on this Easter day” makes our mood of celebration all the more appropriate since our celebration is seen in the context of our deepest reason for joy, namely that Jesus is risen, from dead, having defeated sin and death for ever.
That, if you like, is the happy ending of the adventure story of our lives, but before we reach it we have to go through the trials and tribulations of human existence.

No story lasting 100 years is straightforward.  To reach a century without any hitches would be nothing short of miraculous.

And so it is with the changes which have marked your own life as a parish – changes which reflect in a very real way the ups and downs in the life of the evangelist whose name you bear – St Mark.

It was Archbishop John Maguire, in the early years of his time as Archbishop of Glasgow, decided that the Catholics of this area of the city should have their own church school – for in those days Catholic education was provided by each parish and buildings had to be multi-purpose.

We are told that the original St Mark’s was a fine red sandstone building.  I doubt there are any here today who could enlighten us on that.  What we do know is that when opened in 1906 it was immediately weighed down by a heavy burden of debt and within six years had to be merged with the longer established St Paul’s parish.

How ironic that the names Mark and Paul should come together in adversity!
In the scriptures the relationshop between Paul and Mark is a fascinating, very human tale of friendship, fall outs, shared responsibility, separation and finally union in faith.

St Mark was one of Paul’s fellow travellers on his first apostolic journey, but on arriving at Cyprus Mark seems to have felt unable to carry on and returned to Jerusalem.  Paul was so disappointed at Mark’s lack of constancy that he refused to have him as a fellow traveller on his later apostolic journeys.
Yet 10 years later we find Mark in Rome, this time helping Peter, who in tonight’s epistle refers to him as “my son Mark” – such was his affection for the young scribe.  

Indeed St Mark’s Gospel is believed to represent Peter’s recollections of his time with Jesus.  His vivid descriptions offer us a fascinating glimpse of the public and private ministry of Jesus and the very human lives of the apostles.

A little later still it is Paul himself who describes St Mark as “a comfort” (Col 4: 10-11) and later still, writes to Timothy: “Get Mark and bring him with you for he is a great help to me.” (2 Tim 4: 11)

What a great lesson for us that even human weakness can never divide us when we are followers of Christ.  Circumstances, no matter how bleak, can always be turned into occasions of grace.

We see that too in your own history.

Obliged to merge just six years into your life as a parish, forced to rebuild a new stand alone church in 1927, it was to burn down in 1974, so that you were once more without a place of worship of your own until the opening by Cardinal Winning of this building in 1980.

In my own time, the withdrawal of the Vincentians who played a vital role in caring for the needs of this parish, obliged me to merge you once more, this time with St Barnabas, under the charge of Fr Frank Balmer, whom I should like to thank publicly tonight for his care of both parish communities in a period of change.
That sense that change and unsettling circumstances are never far away can cause many people to lose heart. We can become fearful and give way to a kind of fatalism.

And so we should pay great heed to the words of tonight’s first reading from the letter of St Peter which urges us to have faith in God’s providence: “Unload all your worries on to Him since He is looking after you.”

Yes, change is a constant feature of life. But amid the shifting sands of time and fortune, one thing never changes: the love of God for us and His providence.

Our task, as Christians of the 21st century is to take heart from that Divine pledge and transmit to others the hope that is in us.

“Go into the whole world and preach the Gospel to the whole of creation ….” These words of Jesus, recalled by Peter in his Roman prison and faithfully transcribed by our heavenly patron St Mark should inspire us.

They represent Jesus’ final instructions to us this side of eternity. 
They are words of challenge, but also of reassurance.  

We are not to be afraid.  No change, no troubles can come between us and the love of Christ.  We need to hold fast to the faith of our fathers, the faith we learned as children and which we must nurture as adults.

In the words of Cardinal Newman, the great convert clergyman whose cause of beatification seems to be progressing rapidly: “Lead kindly light amid the encircling gloom. Lead Thou me on. O’er moor and fen, o’er crag and torrent till the night is gone…Keep Thou my feet, I do not ask to see, the distant scene, one step enough for me.”

Let this be our faithful prayer tonight as we give thanks for 100 years of apostolate in this venerable parish and ask God’s blessings on our community in the years ahead.

It is a prayer that will not go unanswered.

Amen
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