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My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

It is a very great pleasure for me to be with you once more this Sunday morning to carry on the recently-established, but by no means insignificant, tradition of having the Archbishop of Glasgow preach each year in the lovely setting of the University Memorial Chapel.

I greet warmly the University authorities, [ ……….], the chaplain, Rev Stuart McQuarrie and all of you who make up this congregation, and who form part, in some way or other, of the university family.

If the setting of our gathering is impressive, so too is the context.

This Sunday of the year is, according to the liturgical calendar of the Catholic Church, heavy with themes and images.

Our first reading evokes that atmosphere of expectation and tension in the upper room of Jerusalem.  Though the apostles had been with the Master for the best part of three years; though they had witnessed the transfiguration; though they had been present at countless miracles, and had been visited by the risen Christ, still they are restless, uneasy and timid.

The reading tells us that they “joined in continuous prayer, together with several women, including Mary the mother of Jesus.”

This Sunday the whole Church sees itself in that upper room … praying intensely with Mary, the Mother of Jesus, at the start of this month traditionally marked by special devotion to her.  Last Thursday we celebrated liturgically the Ascension of Jesus into heaven.  And for the nine days from Ascension Thursday until Pentecost Sunday, the early Church gathered in intense prayer – the first novena (novem diales) – for the coming of the Spirit.

We can readily associate ourselves with that expectant prayer.  We too have followed Jesus through thick and thin; we too have heard his promises and experienced his presence.   Yet without the gifts of the Holy Spirit we are incompetent, incomplete and inarticulate heralds of the Gospel.
With the gifts of the Spirit - wisdom, understanding, counsel, knowledge, fortitude, piety and fear of the Lord - we dare to proclaim the good news of salvation to the ends of the earth.

One of the ways we do that, at the dawn of the third millennium, is through the media of social communications.  And, fittingly, this Sunday is marked in every Catholic Church in Scotland as Communications Sunday. It is a time of reflection on how we use the media to evangelise.

This year that reflection is set against the very fitting backdrop of the enormous outpouring of media attention following the death of Pope John Paul II and the election of Pope Benedict XVI.

This great drama, in turn, has been played out against the liturgical backdrop of the suffering, death and resurrection of Christ.

It is impossible to think of the Church’s use of the global media in our own

lifetime, without recalling the immense contribution made by the late Pope John Paul II. His skills as a communicator were very evident to all those who read his

words, listened to him speak, watched him on television or had the privilege of meeting him in person.

Despite failing health (the image of which was itself a sermon on the value of suffering)  he urged the Church as recently as January of this year, to make every effort to meet the challenges faced by new media technology and to use them in the service of the Gospel. 
In an Apostolic Letter, entitled The Rapid Development and published on 24 January 2005, the Feast of Saint Francis de Sales, Patron Saint of Journalists, Pope John Paul spoke of how the world of communications, was “capable of unifying humanity and transforming it into a global village.”

Less than three months later humanity was truly unified as the world watched the media coverage of his death and funeral and the subsequent conclave to elect his successor Benedict XVI.

Fittingly, the new Pope, in the first audience of his papacy, just two weeks ago, welcomed members of the print and electronic media and thanked them for their arduous work in recent weeks. He added: “The possibilities opened up for us by modern means of social communication are indeed marvellous and extraordinary!"
While the mass media should be the experts in the transmission of information with speed and accuracy, they do not have a monopoly on the transmission of ideas, values and insights.

Your own world – the world of acadaemia – has a special responsibility in this regard.  The possibilities you too enjoy are similarly “marvellous and extraordinary.”

You who are cultural artisans in the setting of the university, have a responsibility to communicate the timeless values and insights of the Gospel to the men and women of our age.  
Ideas take time to develop. They mature over a period of time, and ultimately furnish the minds of future generations with knowledge, understanding and insight.

But not all that is theoretically possible in the realm of human endeavour is ethically admissible.  For that reason the insights of science and technology, the new expressions found in the arts and humanities, need the assistance of philosophy and theology to develop and thrive.

Put briefly, knowledge requires the grace of the Holy Spirit if it is to be truly at the service of the truth about man.

It is therefore fitting, as we gather here, on this Sunday between the Ascension and the descent of the Holy Spirit, that we recall that scene of the first Christians in the Upper Room of Jerusalem.  
It is fitting that we imitate their intense supplication during these nine days of prayer to the Paraclete, so that on Penetecost day, we too may be transformed into fearless, eloquent and convincing heralds of the Gospel, be it on the TV screen, in the university laboratory or in the streets of Glasgow.
As such we will be fortified by the spirit, and consoled by Jesus’ own words: “I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, because they belong to you: all I have is yours and all you have is mine, and in them I am glorified.  I am not in the world any longer, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you.”

Amen
