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“Let everything you do or say be in the name of the Lord, with thanksgiving to God. Alleluia.” (Col 3, 17)

As I read this antiphon towards the end of Mass in my oratory on the feast of St Joseph the Worker I was distracted with the thought, “What am I going to say in my sermon on Thursday evening?”

My original thought had been to say something about the priesthood. After all I would be celebrating this Mass along with other jubilarians. No less than 18 have reason this year to recall their priesthood since it is customary on certain anniversaries to celebrate an event in the past which has, over the years, brought many joys – and perhaps sufferings too – but all of which have been for ourselves, and for others, moments of grace.

Someone subsequently remarked, however: “People like something personal on such an occasion. They would like you to share some memories with them.”

It was then as if a door were opened in my mind and suddenly a flood of memories poured out. 

I recall that my mother, my sister and her family and other relatives and friends, were present at St Mary’s Cathedral on that morning 30 years ago when I was ordained a bishop by the Cardinal Archbishop of St Andrews and Edinburgh, Cardinal Gordon Gray.  Aunts from Birmingham were there too.  When the vicar general of the Archdiocese had phoned to tell them of my appointment, their noisy poodle kept barking and was reprimanded: “Tino! Be Quiet! Tino!”  

The vicar general maintained that they had called for Vino!

We will, each of us jubilarians, remember the joy that our ordination gave to our family and friends. However the whole Church rejoices to see the laying on of hands, the sacramental transmission of that grace which enables a man, unworthy vessel though he may be, to act and to speak “in persona Christi”.  Our Lord in today’s Gospel says: “The words I say to you I do not speak as from myself: It is the Father, living in Me, who is doing this work.”
Nor is it a presumption to apply these words to ourselves because in the same passage we read: “I tell you most solemnly, whoever believes in Me will perform the same works as I do myself.” Indeed, “He will perform even greater works, because I am going to the Father.” (cf John 14, 10-14)

We need to believe this as strongly as we believe that it is not our words and works but the Lord’s which produce the fruit: “Non nobis Domine, non nobis, sed nomini tuo da gloriam.”   Not to us Lord, not to us, but to your name give the glory.

Nonetheless ordination day was a glorious day for all of us. I remember that at my Episcopal ordination there were representatives from all over that vast and beautiful Diocese of Aberdeen which incorporates not only the region of Grampian but virtually the whole of the highlands and northern isles.

For 25 years I travelled up and down the network of roads which linked the lowlands to the highlands and traversed the sea-lanes and airlines which united the mainland to the islands. I recall so many faces and places!
Once upon a time those isles of Orkney and Shetland formed their own diocese and came under the Metropolitan jurisdiction of Nidaros in Norway. Recalling that ancient connection, the Apostolic Administrator of the Church there invited me to be present and participate in the historical pastoral visit of Pope John Paul II to the Catholic Church in Norway. It was an unforgettable experience.  The fraternal bonds initiated then were further strengthened when, by happy chance, I and a group of Scots pilgrims, including members of the Order of the Holy Sepulchre were in Norway when the Apostolic Administrator was himself installed as bishop.

Of course I cannot recall the Pope’s visit to Norway without recalling and reviving for you memories of those unforgettable couple of days in 1982 when the Holy Father came to Scotland. I can never hear the words of a particular hymn without flying back in imagination to the Mass at which it was sung in the sun-drenched bowl of Bellahouston Park … “How lovely on the mountains are the feet of Him who brings good news, good news.  Announcing peace, proclaiming news of happiness; our God reigns.”

Memorable too were the words of the Holy Father spoken on that occasion, some of which are going to be recalled in a pastoral letter which the Bishops are preparing to mark the 25th anniversary of that glorious event. Among them were the challenging words to Christians in Scotland for the future to “walk hand in hand.”
The ecumenical task is one which challenges all of us in the Church, but especially those in leadership positions. I have been privileged through most of my episcopate to serve as a member of the Pontifical Council for the Promotion of Christian Unity, and while doing so, fulfilled the function of co-moderator of the Joint Working Group, the liaison group between the World Council of Churches and the Catholic Church.  It was as leader of the Catholic delegation at the 8th General Assembly of the World Council at Harare in 1997 that I had the privilege of reading to that vast assembly the letter of the Holy Father in which he pledged the commitment of the Catholic Church to the ecumenical journey. We have got to make that commitment a reality.

My own commitment, by dint of appointment and experience, has led to memorable engagements above all with the Church of Scotland, attending the General Assembly more than once, representing the Catholic Church in Scotland.

It is not only the leaders of other churches which bishops and priests engage with, but also, as representatives of their communities, the civil authorities. I enjoyed that engagement in Aberdeen, accompanying the Lord Provost and a civic party to Regensburg in Bavaria, which by happy chance had entered into a twinning arrangement with the city of Aberdeen.

I say by happy chance because there was a long medieval connection between Regensburg – then called Ratisbonne – and Scotland due to the existence of a famous Scots Monastery, which, at the time of the Reformation, became a refuge for Scots priests and monks, including Mary Queen of Scots’ own confessor, who could no longer exercise their priesthood in their native land.  My contact with the bishop led to contacts with the Director of the Church’s great art heritage there. An exhibition in the former Scots Monastery illustrated the cultural contacts over the centuries, especially in the medieval period, between Scotland and Bavaria.
The reception after my Episcopal ordination 30 years ago took place at the Beach Ballroom Complex, in one of the smaller halls. 25 years later, five years ago, it was to the large ballroom that I was invited by the city in a memorably grand occasion to mark my jubilee. In addition to my colleagues from the Bishops Conference of Scotland there were present the Bishops of Trondheim and Regensburg, the latter accompanying the 1000 year old boys’ choir of Regensburg Cathedral, the Domspatten, literally the cathedral sparrows, who entertained the guests at the lunch and took part in the Cathedral liturgy the following Sunday.

Great are the sacramental bonds which we Catholic bishops enjoy throughout the whole world, holding in peaceful tension men of different languages and cultures, sharing the same faith and loving the same Lord,  I was able to experience this again only last week when in Kiev I presided with the local Catholic bishop at Mass in the Latin rite after communicating the previous day, suitably vested, in a Eucharist of the Greek Catholic Church celebrated in the ancient Byzantine rite of St John Chrysostom, we enjoy together communion with the Holy Father, the successor of Peter.

One of my treasured memories will always be that of June 2002, when, standing in line with other newly appointed Archbishops (the one on my immediate right, being Cardinal Scola, the Patriarch of Venice) we took it in turn in the face of that vast concourse of bishops, priests and people, to mount the steps to where Pope John Paul II was seated to receive from him the pallium, the symbol of a metropolitan archbishop and the bond of our union with the See of Peter.

I am proud to wear this pallium as Archbishop of Glasgow – an Archdiocese which after the reformation recovered its title as specialis filia Romanae Ecclesiae – a special daughter of the Roman see.
If this pallium links me in my episcopate to the bishop of Rome, these other vestments I wear link me sacramentally to the priests of this great Archdiocese.
The affection and welcome which I have received in my coming and in my five years here by the clergy has been matched only by that of the people they serve and represent. I cannot tell you how much I appreciate the ready collaboration of my priests nor the value I place on those underlying sacramental bonds – baptism, confirmation and the Eucharist – which unite all of us, clergy and laity, as members of Christ’s flock.

In paying tribute today to my fellow jubilarians, and in thanking them for their devoted service over the years, I thank all of those they represent, not least you my dear people whom the Lord has privileged me to know and love during these five rich years of my time among you.

Allow me to conclude my homily with the concluding sentences of today’s Gospel: “Whatever you ask for in My name, I will do.  So that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask for anything in my name, I will do it.”
What do I ask for, of the Father in the name of His Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ? It must be that the Lord will continue to have us all in His care, giving us the grace to fulfil our respective vocations, and in so doing, cementing in our love, that spiritual home of which we are the living stones, the Church of God, here in Glasgow.

“Let everything you do or say be in the name of the Lord, with thanksgiving to God. Alleluia.”
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