LETTER TO PARISH OF ST JOSEPH, FAIFLEY

My dear parishioners of St Joseph’s,

Half a century has now passed since my predecessor, Archbishop Donald Campbell announced that a new parish, placed under the patronage of St Joseph was to be established for the people of the Faifley area of Clydebank.

It was a time of great excitement. The war years had come and gone and a new future was beginning to emerge.  It was also a time of great growth in the Church. During his 15 years in office, Archbishop Campbell established no fewer than 41 new parishes, each with a new church. Your parish forms part of that great legacy.

It’s hard now to imagine the great excitement which must have accompanied those years of 1957-58 as news spread of the foundation of the new parish.  That enthusiasm was readily harnessed by your first Parish Priest, Canon Thomas Glen who was appointed to St Joseph’s in 1957 and was to serve as your pastor until 1980.  His long stewardship of the parish won him a very special place in the hearts of the people of Faifley to whom he devoted so much time and energy.

By the early 1970s, hard times hit the parish and the whole Clydebank area as 20,000 jobs vanished. It is a tribute to you, that throughout that period of upheaval, parish life continued to thrive.

Perhaps the greatest trial came two decades later with the fire which saw the loss of your first and much-loved church. Once more the spirit of the parishioners proved stronger than adversity and your new church was built.
Your parish came into existence under the patronage of St Joseph, Patron of Workers and Patron of the Universal Church. I know that devotion to this most special of saints is a hallmark of your parish and so I ask, on this 50th anniversary, that St Joseph and Our Lady, the Mother of the Church, may intercede once more for you, and for all the people of Faifley, so that whatever may lie ahead in the years to come, you may always know the joy, the peace and the encouragement of God’s presence in your midst.

Yours devotedly in Christ,
+Mario

Archbishop of Glasgow

