MASS FOR CENTENARY OF LAYING OF 
FOUNDATION STONE OF ST ALOYSIUS, GARNETHILL

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
On October 4th 1908, my predecessor Archbishop Maguire came to this site on the brow of Rose Street and presided over the ceremony for the laying of the foundation stone for the new church of St Aloysius Gonzaga.

One might be tempted to say “and the rest is history …” and indeed the occasion calls for some historical notes.
The Jesuit link with Glasgow (certainly in recent times) goes back a century and a half for it was 149 years ago that Bishop John Murdoch, Vicar Apostolic of the Western District (himself a priest from the North East of Scotland)  asked the Society of Jesus to establish a school for boys and take care of a parish in Glasgow. 

This current church owes its origins to the building of a temporary chapel of ease next to the College in Garnethill. By the turn of the 20th century that chapel was judged to have outlived both its space and its status. So it was the decision to build a permanent church on this site, next to the College which we commemorate today, 100 years to the month when the foundation stone was laid by my predecessor Archbishop John Maguire.
The church was designed by the Belgian architect Charles Menart and the beautiful interior marbling is the work of the Austrian Ernst Schaufelberg, having been added in 1927.

St Aloysius remains one of the most distinguished churches in the city with its tower still profiling the skyline and its interior drawing admiration from visitors and parishioners alike, prompting them to prayer and adoration.
In recalling the laying of that foundation stone 100 years ago today we are naturally drawn into the lessons of today’s scripture readings, and encouraged to see beyond the purely physical building a call to live out our vocation as living stones making up the body of Christ.

It is remarkable that both St Peter and St Paul in their epistles (St Paul’s is used in the Mass we celebrate today) employ the same image of a building to describe the nature of the Church itself as a community of faith.  In this they draw from the Old Testament – from Isaiah and the psalms, as Jesus himself does in the Gospel.

We read in the prophet Isaiah, in our first scriptural passage: “See how I lay in Zion a stone of witness, a precious cornerstone, a foundation stone:  the believer shall not stumble …”

In the psalms, we read in psalm 118: “The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. This is the work of the Lord a marvel in our eyes.”

There is a clear foreshadowing here of Christ and his redemptive work.  It is through Him and upon faith in Him that a new covenant community is to be built. – an ecclesia, a Church.

In this context we cannot fail to remember Our Lord’s own words to Peter: “Upon this rock I will build my Church.”

St Paul writes to the disciples: “You are part of a building which has the apostles and prophets for its foundations, and Christ Jesus himself for its main cornerstone.”

And he adds: “As every structure is aligned on him, all grow into one holy temple in the Lord; and you too in him, are being built into a house where God lives …” (cf Epistle)

It is a teaching about the communion of saints, about our mutual responsibility to live and work as Christians in the world. It is a reminder – to use the language of Vatican II – of the universal call to holiness.

Peter’s endorsement adds a further point. “Jesus Christ is the living stone … Set yourselves close to Him, so that you too, the holy priesthood that offers the spiritual sacrifices which Jesus Christ has made acceptable to God, may be living stones, making a spiritual house.” (1 Peter 2-4)
We may think of the ministerial priesthood as having the role of the builder, cementing the stones of the spiritual edifice. It is within this construct of faith that thanksgiving is offered to God.  This is a priestly task, and while there is a qualitative difference between the ministerial priesthood and the priesthood of all the faithful, we all share by baptism in the priestly character of Christ and His self-offering.
And so as we mark the laying of the foundation stone of this fine building we are reminded of its enormous symbolism. This church is a physical reality, but it is also in some sense a sacramental one.

By that I mean that (in the catechism definition of a sacrament) this church is an “outward sign of inward grace”.  Here lives are constructed (to use the apostle’s imagery) so as to relate to Christ the cornerstone and are placed in relation not only to Christ, but also to one another.
Over the years the people of Glasgow have come to treasure this church, and to treasure all that happens here.  So many city centre office and shop workers find in this edifice an oasis, a spiritual filling station.  The people of Garnethill, of all faiths and none, have come to appreciate the Christian spirit which animates this community and spills out into acts of love and charity for our neighbours.  
Countless generations of pupils at St Aloysius College recall their time here with affection, grateful for the training they received and the spirituality to which they were exposed.  Visitors have thrilled at the fine liturgy and admirable tradition of this church, which for many years was the only one in Glasgow to preserve on a weekly basis the Church’s great patrimony of liturgical music. 
Truly there is much to treasure, no aspect more worthy of note than the sterling service of the Society of Jesus within this church, to this congregation and to this city for a century and a half.
Priests and people: You are today’s living stones! 
You have been laid on a solid foundation of apostolic teaching. Christ Himself nourishes you with His word and His Eucharistic sacrifice. He is the keystone.  
It is for you to align yourselves, to align your lives, so that you can – in the words of the Apostle Paul in today’s reading – “all grow into one holy temple in the Lord.”

Amen
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