Mass for 40th Anniversary of the Opening of 
St Mary’s School, Cumbernauld
My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

It is one of the great joys of a bishop’s life to be able to be with his people in the great milestones of life.

And so I am delighted to be back in Cumbernauld for the second time in a few days to mark a special anniversary in the life of the Catholic community in this area.

Last week it was to Our Lady’s High that I went to mark their 40th anniversary, and so I am delighted now to be able to visit St Mary’s Primary to celebrate with you 40 years of life as a community of faith and learning.

When I looked back in the archives I noticed that this school was actually formed 43 years ago – but, boys and girls, you needn’t worry … it’s not that your teachers can’t count … it’s just that this year marks the 40th anniversary of the opening of this school building, because the first three years were spent in temporary accommodation.

Occasions like this offer us a welcome opportunity to look back down memory lane.  In your case to recall again well-known personalities such as Mr Charles Friel, the founding head teacher, who sadly died earlier this year and whom we remember in a special way at this Mass.  We recall too his successors, Mr Edward Gray, Mr David McCance and our current head Mrs Geraldine Fleming.
We think too of the teachers and pupils who have come here to study and to work, to pray and to grow in faith and knowledge. And we recall the priests who have been faithful chaplains to this school down to our own day when Fr McKay and Mgr Osbourne are regular and well-kent faces around the school.

We give thanks for all of that, and for all the families who have flourished through their contact with St Mary’s over the years.

But on an occasion like this we must also look forward, and set ourselves new goals, so that when some future Archbishop of Glasgow is invited here to mark the 80th or the 100th anniversary of the school opening, he doesn’t have to scratch his head to find something to be said for the years 2008 and following!

Your school is placed under the patronage of Our Lady, and so it is to her that we can go for inspiration in our work as parents and teachers. 
Mary knew well the challenges of parenthood, and knew the importance of educating her son for His life’s work. She will always be a guide and patroness for all in this community specially dedicated to her.  

One of the loveliest devotions we have to Our Lady is the so-called Litany of Loreto. In it we repeat a long list of titles of Our Lady and ask her to pray for us … Let me take just three of those titles and offer them as an inspiration to you as you plan for the years ahead …

Our Lady Seat of Wisdom pray for us … Our Lady is the seat of wisdom because she is the mother of a God who is all-knowing. She is a wise counsellor if we but listen to her inspirations and learn from her example.  In an institution of learning, Our Lady should regularly be invoked under that title.

Our Lady Mirror of Justice pray for us … Our Lady in her great prayer of the Magnificat, speaks clearly and loudly of the justice of God … “he puts down the proud hearted from their thrones and raises the lowly…” she says.  I know how much your school is committed to just causes, working with SCIAF and other agencies to help people living in difficult conditions in the Third World. Never tire of that work, placing it under Mary’s patronage.
Our Lady, Queen of the Holy Rosary pray for us … the Rosary is a wonderful prayer which can so easily be adapted for use in the school as well as the home.  It is a prayer which can be appreciated by everyone, from the Pope himself, to the littlest child who loses track of the Hail Marys as he tries to count on his or her beads!  Next month is the month of October, traditionally associated with the Rosary.  It would be a lovely custom if every child were to bring into school his or her beads – or perhaps acquire them first – and pray at least a decade of the Rosary in honour of our mother, queen and patroness.

Boys and girls do you think you could do that? 

Q and A with children.

Dear brothers and sisters, as we bring our reflections to a conclusion, let us gather up our thoughts.  We are grateful to God for all that has been achieved in this school over 40 years of faith-filled learning; we are determined to do all we can to offer the children of today and tomorrow every opportunity to grow in the gifts of the spirit and nature.  And we wish to place, once more, our hopes and fears, our good intentions and our families under the mantle of St Mary, the mother of God, and our mother.
St Mary, Seat of Wisdom; Mirror of Justice; Queen of the most Holy Rosary … pray for us.

Amen
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