MASS FOR 4TH ANNIVERSARY OF CARDINAL WINNING
“The life and death of each of us has its influence on others …”  These words of St Paul in his letter to the Romans take on a particular significance today as we gather to commemorate the 4th anniversary of the death of Cardinal Thomas Winning.

Each one of us has been affected by the life and death of Cardinal Tom.  The reaction to his death four years ago is still a vivid memory for us.  

That reaction was consistent with the effects he created during his ministry as a priest and bishop, but most particularly during his years as a cardinal.  
As such he was the recognised leader of the Church in Scotland and his voice was heard.  It found a resonance well beyond the Catholic Church.

It was not always heeded by those in power of course, but they could not fail to hear it, nor take it into account.  
It was the voice of the Church’s teaching on many moral and social issues.  
It was raised in defence of Christian values; it was raised in defence of the poor; it was last heard defending the asylum-seekers who had come to this city.

Four years ago that voice was stilled, but the effects of his outspokenness and of his courageous example live on.

As with the recent death of Pope John Paul II, the reaction to Cardinal Tom’s death silenced his critics; it revealed the measure of respect in which his person was held.

Truly “the life and death of each of us has its influence on others.”

If we live “we live for the Lord; and if we die, we die for the Lord, so that alive or dead we belong to the Lord.”

It is our conviction that Cardinal Tom belongs to the Lord.

In the Gospel Jesus says: “The world has not known You, but I have known You, and these have known that You sent me.”

In truth Jesus has sent his apostles and teachers into the world – Cardinal Tom could echo the Lord’s words:  “I have made your name known to them,” and through his legacy could add, “and they will continue to make it known so that the love with which You loved me may be in them.”

That must be the legacy of every priest and bishop – of every parent and teacher – that through their influence each one of us knows God’s love – the truth of the Gospel – and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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