Mass for 50th Anniversary of Opening of St Stephen’s Dalmuir
It was in 1907 that the “near legendary” Fr Brotherhood first began to minister in Dalmuir” – so states the brochure which was published to mark the opening of this Church 50 years ago, thereby reminding us that whilst today we celebrate a Golden Jubilee, namely that of the Church in which we are gathered, we have just celebrated a centenary – namely that of the parish itself.  I recall with pleasure my being amongst you not so long ago to thank God for all the graces bestowed on the parish over these many years.

The first Church – a handsome building according to the photographs I have seen – was the victim of an enemy air raid which devastated so much of Clydebank during the war.  “Nothing was spared in our environs,”  states the account of the time, “and among the many human victims was surely the leader himself, for Fr Corr (then parish Priest) never did recover from the blow”.

Fr Corr’s successors - Frs Wall and McDade - had the unenviable task of “bringing order out of chaos” and providing a temporary church to which my predecessor, Archbishop Campbell, refers in his message on the occasion of the opening of the church whose birthday we mark today:

He said in his message to the clergy of the parish: “That horrible and disastrous night which witnessed the total destruction of the former Church must be still fresh in the minds of many of your parishioners.  But their faith and loyalty remained steady and untarnished.  They rallied round the priests in their determination that Almighty God should once again have His abode in their midst, and that in a church altogether worthy of its sacred purpose.  A temporary church was built some years ago, but it was always regarded as a stepping stone to something nobler and grander”.

It was this nobler and grander building which Archbishop Campbell solemnly opened on 28th September 1958.

At that time the parish priest, Dr Mallan, remarked:

“50 years have taken their way since the December day when Fr Brotherhood set the parish on the road we have travelled with all those gone before us.  All his work and that of all the priests who laboured with and after him is now, today, 25 September 1958, showing a result that is worthy of all the journeyings and work they performed...”

In our own time - 50 years later we can add Dr Mallan’s name and those of his successors to the list of those “gone before us marked with the sign of faith”.  
These intervening years have seen the continued building of that spiritual house to which the Apostle refers – in which the Holy Spirit dwells.  Dr Mallan in his greeting 50 years ago congratulated his parishioners which I do today speaking on behalf of his successors and your present Parish Priest, Fr Aidan Martin to whom has fallen the task of completing the preparations which your former parish priest Canon Gerry Conroy so ably initiated.

Here is what Canon Mallon said:

“Congratulations to all my parishioners.  Without your co-operation and loyalty right down these fifty years, your zealous priests, my predecessors could not have done what has been done.  Well done to you, and again well done ...  I cannot say too much in your praise”!

It gives me great satisfaction to make those words my own in addressing you my diocesans at this special Mass.
In preparation for today you have commissioned from Netta Ewing and the Sacred Threads a set of tapestry which will mark this Golden Jubilee and you have provided a new history of the parish, a history which I have briefly summarised and from which I have mined my congratulatory remarks.

Today’s sacred Readings are the quarry from which I now gather the encouragement you need for the future.

In particular I refer to the Epistle – taken from Paul’s letter to the Phillipians.

It carries for us two messages which I think are supremely appropriate for us to take away with us from this anniversary Mass.

Firstly the need for the bearers of the gospel to have the same love “to be in full accord and of one mind” to which St Paul adds the practical injunction”  “Let each of you look not to his own interests but also to the interests of others”.

Our very being here today demonstrates our intentions and our practical expression of them.  And the illustrious history we have known illustrates that unity of spirit and selfless love in action.

And secondly this passage reminds us of the core of the faith which we profess …  “Let every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father”.

It was that basic tenet of faith in Jesus that led the first parishioners to build up the parish 100 years ago, and it was the simple but profound faith of our parents generation which led to its rebuilding and re-opening 50 years ago.

In our day, we too are called to build up the Church, not through bricks and mortar, but through lives well lived; lives built on the rock of faith; lives moulded on the example of Jesus.

Let us look back fondly, certainly. But let us also look forward  today with unanimity of mind and purpose through love, and give glory to God – that glory which Jesus proclaimed as the fruit of his disciples’ unity. 
Amen
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