Mass for Fatima Groups
My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
Throughout the Catholic Church, and in some way a guarantee of the orthodoxy of its faith, are shrines expressing the devotion of the faithful to Mary the Mother of Our Lord. 

In Europe particularly, we have since ancient times, icons of Our Lady, some like the famous Salus Populi Romani in the Basilica dedicated to Our Lady in Rome, associated with the rescuing of the faithful from plague and destruction.

At a time of need, the instinct of the faithful is to turn to the Mother of God, and in some of the more recent manifestations of Our Blessed Lady, it is clear that in time of need her maternal instincts turn also towards the faithful of her son.

I could not begin to enumerate the shrines ancient and modern where people still gather, but hardly anyone would be unaware of the appearances of Our Blessed Lady to St Bernadette at Lourdes, arguably, still the most frequented and famous shrine of Our Lady which is celebrating this year its 150th anniversary.

Today I am celebrating a Mass in honour of Our Lady at the request of those groups who recall with devotion the events at Fatima in Portugal in 1917, which prior to the great upheavals of the last century, the terrible wars which scarred it, revealed the concern of Our Blessed Lady for the peace of the world and the very survival of our Christian civilisation, even to some extent the survival of the Church itself.

Two of the child visionaries, Francisco and Jacinta are already numbered among the Blessed. Recently their eldest sister, a Carmelite nun, Sister Lucia, died having left to the Church an account of the visions and various promises made by Our Lady, which included a secret now made known which has sealed the prophetic nature of the message of Fatima, with Pope John Paul II convinced that the attack on his life was both predicted by Our Lady and, through her intercession, thwarted.

When at Lourdes Bernadette was suddenly arrested by the vision of a veautiful woman she noticed on her arm a rosary.  And instinctively she went to her own pocket and brought out her own rosary and started to recite it. A similar story is told of the shepherd children at Fatima.
This is the month of the Rosary, a devotion which is associated with St Dominic and the Order of Preachers, though manifested throughout the Catholic world.

In a way it was originally intended to provide for the non-literate faithful a means of recording the great mysteries of Our Lord’s life death and resurrection and it still fulfils that purpose, though that is only a part of its great appeal.
St Pius V noted that the famous victory of Lepanto which protected the heart of Europe from Saracen attack, took place on the very day in which the Confraternity of the Rosary was praying. The Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary falls at the beginning of this month but devotion to the Holy Rosary has become traditionally associated with the whole month of October.
In paintings we often see the Rosary depicted as a sequence of roses, and at the end of this Mass I have been asked to bless roses which will be distributed to you in the hope that by taking them home and giving them to the sick, they may, accompanied by your prayers and Our Lady’s intercession become instruments of healing and comfort.

What I say to you today – to all of you, not just the members of the Fatima Prayer Groups, mirrors what the Holy Father said recently on this theme.  He said: “Today, together we confirm that the Holy Rosary is not a pious practice banished to the past, like prayers of other times thought of with nostalgia. Instead, the Rosary is experiencing a new Springtime. Without a doubt, this is one of the most eloquent signs of love that the young generation nourish for Jesus and his Mother, Mary.”
As I thank you who promote the apostolate of Fatima formally today, I also urge you to renew your efforts to teach young people the beauty of the Holy Rosary.  
Through schools and parishes, try to reach out to all – perhaps starting with a single decade recited daily during this month of October – so that our young people might come to know and respond to Our Lady’s great appeal at Fatima, as at Lourdes, for prayer, especially the prayer of the Holy Rosary.

Amen

