PARISH OF ST STEPHEN’S DALMUIR
100th Anniversary Mass
My dear brothers and sisters in Christ

Our celebrations today are justified in so many ways. 
Any celebration of 100 years in the life of a parish community is a great source of pride and gladness.

And this celebration takes on a special significance since it is perhaps the first major liturgical celebration at which the parishioners of the former parish of Our Lady of Loreto and St Stephen’s, now reunited, come together with the bishop to pledge themselves to work for the greater glory of God in the years ahead. 
All in all then this is a true feast for all the people of St Stephen’s - and I am delighted to be here to preside at this Holy Mass.

In a special way I want to greet those “new” members of this parish, namely the former parishioners of Our Lady of Loreto.  I saw many of you under very different circumstances not so long ago when we had to make the difficult decision to close your church.  

I do not in any way underestimate the emotional wrench that was occasioned by that decision, but I have been heartened, my dear people, by your fidelity and understanding.

This centenary celebration is in a sense a return of the daughter parish to its mother church, since Our Lady of Loreto was founded in 1975 from St Stephen’s.

Today’s liturgy then can serve as an opportunity for the enhanced community to rededicate itself to the mission of the Church: to preach the Gospel, celebrate the sacraments and develop the hope-filled kingdom of God here in Dalmuir.
On an occasion like this we look back with fond memories on some of the great names of the past who helped shape the community we know today … especially prominent must be your founding Parish Priest Fr Montgomery, and your “second founder” – Canon Mallon who oversaw the building and opening of the “new church” 50 years ago, following the traumatic loss of the original building in the Clydebank Blitz.
It is hard to imagine the impact of those dark times on the people of the parish. The loss of your parish church amid the chaos and tragedy of those days of war must have been a bitter blow.

Yet your fathers and grandfathers showed the faith and the hope that is described in that first reading from the book of Ecclesiasticus … God “acted towards us in His mercy.  May he grant us cheerful hearts and bring peace in our time.”

That spirit of peace was to return, and the cheerful hearts of the post war generation led to the opening of this commodious and spacious church 50 years ago.

Our prayer tonight then is a prayer of thanksgiving.

St Paul in the second reading expresses that feeling more eloquently then we could hope to …

“I never stop thanking God for all the graces you have received through Jesus Christ. I thank him that you have been enriched in so many ways, especially in your teachers and your preachers…”

Few parishes can have had such a well-balanced history as yours. Your story is split evenly into two equally long chapters, and tonight, in a sense we begin chapter three …
Today, just as much as in 1907 or 1957, there is a need for a strong and cohesive Catholic community in Dalmuir. Though material conditions have improved, the environment today is perhaps less receptive to the Christian message.  It is therefore more necessary than ever to take every opportunity offered to deepen your understanding of the faith, and renew your commitment through frequent reception of the sacraments.

It was that desire to bring people to Christ as the answer to all their needs and aspirations which encouraged Pope Pius XI to institute the feast of the Kingship of Christ back in 1925.  It was originally celebrated as the last Sunday of October, but following the reforms of the Second Vatican Council it was moved to its current place as the last Sunday of the liturgical year which we will mark on Sunday.
Tonight’s Gospel beautifully links your own history with the story of the very first disciples and anticipates in a sense that finale of the liturgical year.
In it reveals Christ his triple role as priest prophet and king …

As priest, Our Lord offered Himself on the cross as a true and proper sacrifice to bring about man’s reconciliation with God: that is why the 72 disciples can marvel that “even the devils submit to us when we use your name” (Luke 10-17-24)
As prophet, He sought to free mankind from the slavery of its ignorance and to establish a sure guide in the shape of the Church. And so we take great heart from those prophetic words: “Do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you; rejoice rather that your names are written in heaven.” (ibid)
Finally, as king, he assures us: “I have given you power to tread underfoot serpents and scorpions and the whole strength of the enemy: nothing shall ever hurt you.” (ibid)
Such words are words of great comfort, words of reassurance, words of hope.

Next week, our Holy Father will put his signature to his second major teaching document of his pontificate a new enclyclical entitled “Spe Salvi” – it will deal with the virtue of hope and its role in the salvation of the world.

And it is on that virtue that I wish to conclude my reflections since I think it is a theme which runs through this whole celebration.
Hope has been a hallmark of this parish for the last 100 years. It was the virtue of hope which saw the community come into being and build its first church. It was hope which kept people going in the dark days of the war and its immediate aftermath.  It was hope which saw the new church built, and hope, in our own day, has characterised the coming together of the parish once more after the amalgamation.

Another Pope of our times, the short-lived John Paul I, penned a beautiful short meditation on hope which I want to share with you tonight on this special anniversary…

“My hope, “ he said, “is based on three basic truths.  God is all powerful; God has a great love for me; God is faithful to his promises.

“It is He, the God of mercies, who fills me with confidence.  With Him I do not feel alone, or useless, or abandoned, but involved in a plan of salvation that one day will lead to Paradise.”  (John Paul I, Address Sept 29 1978)

Let those certainties characterise the parish of St Stephen as it enters its second century, and may the virtue of hope sustain you in your life of faith in the years to come and be fulfilled in your eternal salvation. Amen
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