PASTORAL CARE TRUST MESSAGE 2005
It is traditional that our Christmas giving should not be confined to friends and family but should find a place also for those less able than ourselves to enjoy the festive cheer. And so I have no hesitation in asking you to think about being generous once more to the Pastoral Care Trust.  Established by the late Cardinal Winning to, in his words, “do at home what SCIAF does overseas”, the Trust is now in its 13th year of operation. In that time it has quietly and efficiently helped to make life better for the people of the Glasgow area.

The variety of grants approved over the last year shows the scope of the Trust … a scheme to reach out to the elderly who are too often isolated in their own homes; support for underprivileged children to go on holiday perhaps for the first time in their lives and a grant to allow young people who would otherwise have been unable to afford it to take part in World Youth Day with the Holy Father earlier this year. This is just a small sample of the Trust’s impact on daily life for many of our fellow citizens. Such assistance rarely makes the headlines, but it transforms lives.

It is only through the generosity of you, the people of the Archdiocese and of the benefactors of the scheme, that we can continue to work for the good of our people in this way.  I should like to thank you on their behalf, for the kindness you have shown to the Trust in recent years, and renew the appeal to generosity which is made at this time each year.

As we approach that period in which conspicuous consumption is all around, I ask you to spare a thought and a donation for our fellow citizens who perhaps cannot share in the abundance which is very evident during the Christmas rush.

But I do not confine my appeal to one for financial assistance; generosity is not confined to money. Throughout the Archdiocese 180 people serve as parish and school contacts, co-ordinating fund-raising locally, reading my annual message in parishes and linking with potential beneficiaries of funds raised.
Please be generous with your time and money. Help our own trust to bring a little light and kindness into many lives this Christmas and beyond.

In the name of those who will benefit from your generosity, and in the name of Him who came at this time of year so that we might have life and have it in abundance, I thank you.

Yours devotedly in Christ

+Mario Conti
Archbishop of Glasgow

