TO THE CLERGY AND PEOPLE OF THE DIOCESE OF PAISLEY
FROM THE METROPOLITAN AND APOSTOLIC ADMINISTRATOR OF THE DIOCESE
My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

In the Preface of the Feast of Apostles the celebrant declares: “The Lord never leaves his flock untended,” and with reference to the Apostles, “from heaven they guide us still.”

Peter, in the person of his successor, Benedict XVI, has provided the devoted flock of Paisley with a new bishop, and we all rejoice.

Fr Philip Tartaglia, a priest of the Archdiocese, will come to you with many talents, and the experience of serving as a parish priest in the area of Strathclyde, albeit on the north bank of the river which unites us.

It was on the shores of this same river that early missionaries first established the Christian Church, St Mungo at Glasgow, St Mahew at Kilmahew, St Mirin at Paisley, and many others.  A strong tradition connects St Patrick with Old Kilpatrick on the north shores of the Clyde by Dumbarton. What is certain is that many of his spiritual sons and daughters from Ireland disembarked from that same river as immigrants in the 19th century, to settle on both its banks. Their descendents today form the bulk of the large population of Catholic Christians in the dioceses of the province of Glasgow.

Native Scots from the Western Isles, the Highlands and the north east, the remnant of the pre-reformation Church which remained faithful to the Holy See, to the Mass and to Episcopal order, give the modern Catholic Church its roots in the history of the Scottish nation.  Immigrants over the years have further enriched this Church, whether originating in the continent of Europe, or more recently from beyond.

As his name implies, Fr Philip’s ancestry, like my own, is to be found in Italy. All of us, however, whatever our ancestry, are part of the Catholic Church in Scotland today, and proud to be both its members and citizens of Scotland.

Fr Philip comes to you from Rome, where he has been Rector of the Pontifical Scots College there, a college that bears witness to our historic links with the Holy See.  He has also, prior to his becoming Parish Priest of St Mary’s Duntocher, exercised the role of Rector at Chesters College, which, when united with Gillis College from Edinburgh, formed the present national seminary in Scotland, dedicated to Blessed John Duns Scotus.
Fr Philip is a theologian whose special theological interest is in the Eucharist. He is presently an associate member of the Joint Commission on Doctrine which the Catholic Church has with the Church of Scotland. His ecumenical credentials are assured.  I am certain that many outside the Catholic Church will welcome the news of his appointment.

Fr Philip will take canonical possession of the diocese, that is, he will take up his duties as bishop, once he has received episcopal ordination on a date still to be decided. This is an event to which we can all look forward with joy.  In the meantime, I will continue to exercise my pastoral responsibilities as Apostolic Administrator, as will Mgr Tom Monaghan as my delegate.  Other office-bearers in the Curial Offices retain their posts.  You will also continue to hear my name mentioned in the Canon of the Mass.  Prayers for the bishop-elect should be included in Prayers of the Faithful, as well as prayers for the happy transfer of the crozier of the Diocese to the new bishop at his ordination.

It only remains for me, in anticipation of that happy event, to thank all of you for your devotion and co-operation which have made my time as your Apostolic Administrator not so much a burden as a privilege.

I hope you will continue to remember me thereafter, as well as your Bishops Emeriti, Bishop John and Bishop Stephen, whose long and devoted pastoral care of you will no doubt be an inspiration to your new bishop.

Yours devotedly in Christ

+Mario Conti

Archbishop and Metropolitan

Apostolic Administrator

