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The passage I have chosen is from St Paul’s Epistle to the Romans.  It speaks about faith and the way in which it is implanted through the preaching of the Gospel.

Here we are, in a sense at the heart of Glasgow and its history – that Christian church planted rather like a seed on the banks of the Molendinar as it flowed towards the Clyde.

We can see all of history as a kind of river constantly flowing. In the image of the psalmist, it brings life and refreshment to the lands through which it flows.

Today’s event prompts us to recognise where we stand on the banks of that flow of history.  
The seed of faith planted here grows still and the Gospel is still proclaimed here and throughout the city which arrived and was first announced by Kentigern, whose life today we recall and celebrate.

----O----

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans:

The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart - that is, the word of faith that we preach, 
For if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 
For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. 
For the scripture says, "No one who believes in him will be put to shame." 
For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all, enriching all who call upon him. 
For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved." 
But how can they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how can they believe in him of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone to preach? 
And how can people preach unless they are sent? As it is written, "How beautiful on the mountainside are the feet of those who bring good news!" 
But not everyone has heeded the good news; for Isaiah says, "Lord, who has believed what was heard from us?" 
Thus faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes through the word of Christ. 
But I ask, did they not hear? 
Certainly they did for "Their voice has gone forth to all the earth, and their words to the ends of the world." 
This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God
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