STATEMENT BY ARCHBISHOP CONTI
ON 
ST PETER’S COLLEGE CARDROSS
Following the news that St Peter’s Seminary, Cardross, has been voted Scotland’s best post-war building, Archbishop Mario Conti of Glasgow issued the following statement:

“I am delighted to hear that the Archdiocese has been honoured for its enlightened support of fine architecture.  The Church has many fine buildings, not least the Cathedral in Clyde Street by the distinguished architect James Gillespie-Graham, the only example in Glasgow of his work.

“Changes of circumstances sadly render buildings obsolete, and in the case of St Peter’s Seminary this occurred much sooner than could have been foreseen.

“We are currently awaiting planning permission for a scheme which would safeguard the building, prevent further dilapidation, and allow us to gift the building and estate to the local community.

“We have attempted for more than 20 years to find a solution which would have preserved the building.  We have attempted to put adequate security in place, but failed.  Put bluntly, the vandals defeated us.

“We have been victims of a policy which fails to recognise that owners of listed buildings need to have the opportunity to develop a site in order to preserve its architectural treasures which the legislation seeks, rightly, to preserve.”

Note to editors: As noted in the Archbishop’s statement, a planning application from the Archdiocese is currently being considered by Argyll and Bute Council Under the scheme, the acclaimed ’A-listed’ St. Peter’s Seminary building, regarded as one of the finest works of Glasgow Architects Gillespie Kidd and Coia, would be safeguarded and partially restored and Kilmahew Estate in which the seminary building revitalised and opened up for the amenity of the local community.
Under this innovative scheme the Church would gift ownership to the local community through a local management team following stabilization of the listed building, restoration of the listed bridges and completion of essential work to the estate.

The new scheme follows extensive consultation with the local council, the community and interested amenity bodies together with Historic Scotland.

In addition to the stabilization and environmental works to the estate, 28 new homes will be discreetly located within the old walled garden with the existing lodges on the estate being renovated for habitation.  Money raised from these sources will finance the works to the estate and buildings.

