STATEMENT ON MEDICALLY ASSISTED SUICIDE 
BY 
ARCHBISHOP MARIO CONTI
On the occasion of the House of Lords’ debate on the Assisted Dying for the Terminally Ill Bill, Archbishop Mario Conti, Roman Catholic Archbishop of Glasgow and Vice-Chair of the joint Bio-Ethics Committee of the Bishops’ Conferences of Britain and Ireland, made the following statement:
“Legally assisted suicide is the first step to getting rid of the elderly and the terminally ill.  Those who deny this are so focussed on the particular question that they fail to see the broader consequences.  Such a law would change the role of doctors subtly but significantly from carers of the sick to dispatchers of their patients. Legislators, medical personnel and patients alike should resist this move. 
“The answer to terminal illness lies in more hospices, properly funded.  It 
is there – as many can testify – that people die with dignity, literally loved to the very threshold of eternity.  This is the civilised and compassionate alternative to euthanasia and physician assisted suicide.

“To aid suicide, to assist someone to kill themselves, even if motivated by compassion, is effectively to bring about their death and renders the assistant guilty of murder.”
Notes to Editors: 
1. The Catechism of the Catholic Church states: “An act or omission which, of itself or by intention, causes death in order to eliminate suffering constitutes a murder gravely contrary to the dignity of the human person and to the respect due to the living God, his Creator. The error of judgment into which one can fall in good faith does not change the nature of this murderous act, which must always be forbidden and excluded.” (Catechism of the Catholic Church 2277)
2. Although the Assisted Dying Bill being debated today in the House of Lords does not apply to Scotland, a similar bill is being promoted in the Scottish Parliament by Lib Dem MSP Jeremy Purvis.
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