GOLDEN JUBILEE – ST MARGARET MARY’S CASTLEMILK

My Dear brothers and sisters,

Castlemilk is both old and new. In terms of area it is part of the ancient parish of Carmunnock. Apparently this is a Welsh name and means, literally, “the fort of the monk”.  Historians speculate as to whether the monk in question could be St Cadoc, said to be one of the most outstanding saints of the early British Church.

If Welsh traditions can be relied on he was first cousin of St David, the patron of Wales and cousin also of the father of St Thenew, or Enoch, the mother of St Mungo, Glasgow’s patron.

At any rate the parish is very ancient, being one of a cluster in the region of Strathclyde which bear witness to the early sowing of the Christian faith.

The name Castlemilk refers to a real castle, originally built in the border country by the Stuarts who transferred the name to the property they had acquired near Glasgow.  Milk is the name of a small river which flows into the Annan near Hoddam Castle. 

In the post-war period, with Glasgow still burgeoning, Castlemilk became an extensive housing area, and my predecessor, Archbishop Donald Campbell determined that the pastoral care of the increasing number of Catholics in the area should be provided by dividing it into three parishes. St Bartholomew’s, established in 1955, St Margaret Mary’s established in 1957 and St Martin of Tours, established in 1958, the churches themselves following a year or so later in sequence.

There can be few better-positioned churches in the Archdiocese than yours, standing as it does in such a prominent position, ennobled by the fine tower bearing the sign of the cross with extensive views over the city and the countryside.

Such a choice of location was not wholly random, nor is the symbolic value of the cross on the tower.

The very presence of this church in this area is a constant reminder to the people of Castlemilk, who pass by or see it in the distance, that the Kingdom of God has come among them. It is a monument, if you like, to those eternal truths, which ought to shape the lives of all of us.
We sometimes speak of the church building as being “sacramental” meaning that like a sacrament it is an outward sign of an inward reality, a reality of grace.  But the church can only be that if in fact the community which it gathers together, the family of God which it nourishes, the children it embraces, truly live according to these eternal truths – in other words – are true to the gospel of our Lord, Jesus Christ.

The dedication of this church of St Margaret Mary leads us very naturally to focus on the love of God made manifest for us in Christ Jesus our Lord, and expressed by his Sacred Heart.

In our celebrating the votive mass of the Sacred Heart we read the gospel passage in which Jesus refers to himself as “the Good Shepherd”… 
“I know my own and my own know me”.

On an occasion like this it is good to reflect on those words, and hopefully recognise our own status as the sheep of His pasture; those who “know” Him.

And we need to be recognised by others as people who “know” Him. And therefore much more so than the building itself we are to provide an “effective sign” of God’s presence in Castlemilk.

To put it in another way you are the face of the Catholic Church … your attitudes, your concern, your solidarity and kindness are the symbols – just as much as the tower of the church – of Catholicism in these parts.

This implies a heavy responsibility on your part as lay persons living in the world… never to forget that you are in fact ambassadors for Christ and for the Church in your work, rest and play.
This is the second golden jubilee I have been able to celebrate recently, the other was St Gabriel’s in Merrylee.  

On preparing for these occasions I took down from my bookshelf a copy of the Vatican II document on the role of the lay person in the modern world. And discovered what a treasure trove it was of practical advice and guidance.
I have quoted some of my homily at St Gabriel’s in this month’s Flourish, and I think, even if some of you have read it, I cannot do better than to repeat some of what the document on the laity said, so that on this Golden Jubilee day, your lay vocation is re-affirmed. And that in thanking God for the 50 years of grace that you have received and to which you have responded, you may also be strengthened to face the future with renewed commitment, appreciating your role as lay men and lay women.

Time does not allow me to quote at length; I will however summarise some of the Decree on the Lay Apostolate’s key points.

· It starts by reminding us “that it is proper to the lat person’s state in life for him or her to spend their days in the midst of the world and of secular transactions. The layperson is called by God to burn with the Spirit of Christ and to exercise an apostolate in the world as a kind of leaven.

· It reminds us of the awkward truth that we sometimes have to challenge our friends, colleagues and neighbours with questions of faith … the document says: “a true apostle looks for opportunities to announce Christ by words addressed either to non-believers with a view to leading them to faith, or to the faithful with a view to instructing, strengthening, and encouraging them to a more fervent life.” (AA6)
· It reminds us of the importance of marriage: “The apostolate of married persons and families is of unique importance for the Church and civil society”. We realize this more and more with each passing day as marriage ceases to enjoy the respect it was traditionally given. (AA11)

· It reminds us of our responsibility for making our own homes and community truly Christian … “The effort to infuse a Christian spirit into the mentality, customs, laws, and structures of the community in which one lives, is so much the duty and responsibility of the laity that it can never be performed properly by others. In this area the laity can exercise the apostolate of like toward like.” (AA9)

· And it calls on us to act not only as individuals but also as a parish community in witnessing to Christ … “The faithful should participate in the apostolate by way of united effort. The group apostolate is very important” (AA17)
I wish in a special way to remind you of the important role of the Parish Pastoral Council in this.  It is in that forum that new strategies for the training of lay people, promotion of opportunities for development, questions of building up the faith life of the parish and so on should be addressed.

As we look back we cannot but acknowledge also the contribution of many priests to the building up of this community. I think especially of Fr Martin Hughes, your first parish priest, appointed before any church building or presbytery was even designed, and Fr Anthony Burke who was the first curate to minister in these streets fully five decades ago.

And up to our own day we cannot fail to recall the enormous contribution of your retiring Parish Priest, Canon Devine, over many, many, years to the life of this community of St Margaret Mary’s.

I know that you would want me to take this opportunity of thanking Canon Devine very sincerely for his years of unstinting service of the people of this parish and beyond.  His selflessness and humility coupled with a deep spirituality and friendly manner make him a very hard act to follow!
Yet we must now look forward to a new era in the life of this parish. Firm foundations have been laid over the first 50 years, but new challenges await us.

This community has been through some hope-filled and apparently hope-less days and years over the last five decades. But looking round I think we can dare to look forward with some confidence for the future. The area is being improved, there is new housing, there is the hope of new families moving into the parish, and with the support of strong primary and secondary schools much can be achieved.

Circumstances change but the tools to achieve great things are the same as they always were … as Pope John Paul reminded us when he came to Bellahouston Park 25 years ago: “Be loyal to the memory of those valiant forerunners in the Faith. Be diligent in handing on intact the spiritual heritage committed to you. Be faithful to your daily prayers, to the Holy Mass and the Sacrament of Penance, meeting regularly with Jesus as a loving and merciful Saviour. Defend the sacredness of Life and the holiness of Matrimony. Understand your holy Catholic faith and live by its teaching. Face up to the difficult challenges of modern life with Christian fortitude and patience.”

As we look to the future we do so with that hallmark of confident trust in Jesus’ loving heart which your patron, the French nun, St Margaret Mary Alacoque – the great visionary of the Sacred Heart - revealed to the world in her writings.

Let us turn to the Sacred Heart of Jesus with words we know well from the old hymn we perhaps learned at our mothers’ knee …  “Today we come, thy blessings to implore. O touch our hearts so cold and so ungrateful, and make them Lord, Thine own for evermore.” Amen
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