MASS FOR CENTENARY OF OPENING OF CHURCH

ST PATRICK’S SHOTTS

NOVEMBER 25 2005

My Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

Those words of Jesus which we have just heard: “Go out into the whole world, make disciples of all nations … I am with you to the end of time,” take on a special significance for us this evening.

The saving massage of Christ did indeed spread from Galilee (where those words were spoken), and, by land and sea, o’er mountain and vale it did indeed arrive here, in Shotts, many centuries ago.

The Vatican archives contain a reference to this village dated 1476 when Pope Sixtus IV issued a Bull confirming the foundation here of a Church, dedicated to St Catherine,  ensuring that it be provided for, both in terms of clergy and material means.
Though the Apostolic Faith was all but stamped out in these lands, it was rekindled in the 19th century, largely through Irish immigration, leading to the establishment of a church-school in 1868.

But tonight we focus our attention on a more recent milestone in the life of this faith community – namely the opening of this magnificent church 100 years ago tomorrow morning by my predecessor, Archbishop Maguire – for in those days, Shotts was the most distant outpost of the Archdiocese of Glasgow.

And so it is fitting that the current Archbishop of Glasgow should be here to confirm you in that faith which has served you so well and so long.

The second reading we heard, is very familiar to those of us who pray the Divine Office, with its admonition to be “strong in faith” against our enemy, the devil who prowls like a roaring lion looking to attack.  The Church asks her clergy and religious to meditate on that passage at the end of the day – a reminder of our duty to be watchful, sober and courageous.

I know that your parish motto is taken from the Latin version of that epistle … Fortis in Fide – strong in faith.

And I am glad to say those words are no mere decorative or poetic flourish.  Few communities in this country of ours over the past century can claim to have been more fortis in fide than your own here in Shotts.

Many is the priest who would envy Father Lamb a congregation like this one, with such energy, talent, commitment and rock-solid faith.

That faith was what prompted your forefathers to plan and build this church – a dramatic demonstration of belief in spite of very limited economic means.
In the splendid centenary book you have prepared for this anniversary I was amazed to read that at the first High Mass, celebrated 100 years ago tomorrow, admission was by ticket only, with seats costing a princely 10 shillings – which equates to about £170 in today’s money!

You will be glad to know that tonight’s Mass will incur no charge!

Over the years your community has been shaped within these lovely walls.  Generations of Shotts people have brought their children to be baptised at this font, have knelt to receive the Lord himself at this altar, have solemnised their marriages in this sanctuary and have been fortified by the rites of Holy Church within these walls.

Truly this Church has been the workshop in which the Lord has moulded his royal priesthood, his holy people. For this we offer our heartfelt “Deo Gratias” tonight.
One of the more frequent tasks of a bishop is to write a letter to a parish marking its jubilee.  On such occasions I often quote the words of the late Pope John Paul, spoken on that unforgettable sundrenched afternoon at Bellahouston Park in 1982.

Tonight I repeat them to you, confident that they will find a ready welcome.

He said: “You are the heirs to a sacred heritage. Your forefathers handed on to you the only inheritance they really prized, our holy Catholic faith!

“You originate in a glorious past, but you do not live in the past.  You belong to the present and your generation must not be content simply to rest on the laurels won by your grandparents and great grandparents.  You must give your response to Christ’s call to follow him ... 
The Holy Father went on: ”But we find it harder to follow Christ today than appears to have been the case before.  Witnessing to Him means a daily contest, not so quickly and decisively resolved as for the martyrs in the past.”

And in a passage that was surely prophetic, the Pope said: “Today as never before the basic doctrines of the Faith are questioned and the value of Christian morality challenged and ridiculed.  Things abhorred a generation ago are now inscribed in the statute books of society!  Matters of such magnitude demand the fullest attention of our Christian generation.”

Therein lies the challenge of this generation.  If our grandfathers were called upon to re-establish the faith in these parts, it is our duty to safeguard and defend it. Our views and our standards do not match the prevailing culture.  It is harder than it was 100 years ago to stand up for Christian values.  But we must not falter. 

Just as the people of Shotts overcame poverty and discrimination to build this worthy house of God; just as you overcame hardship, war and loss to thrive throughout the 20th century, so now, you will rise to the challenges of the day … Fortis in Fide, strong in faith.

In doing so you will be able to count on the prayers and support of your forefathers in the faith who have now gone to their eternal reward; on the intercession too of your heavenly patron St Patrick and of St Pio of Pietrelcina to whom I know there is great devotion in this parish.  

And you can count too on the maternal care and protection of Mary, Mother of Christ and Mother of the Church.

May she enfold you in the mantle of her protection, and, in time, open to you the gates of heaven.

Amen
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