50TH ANNIVERSARY MASS – ST FLANNAN’S PRIMARY
My dear brothers and sisters, boys and girls of St Flannan’s Primary,
It is a real joy for me to be here with you today as you mark this special day in the life of St Flannan’s Primary School.

Fifty years ago next month this school was opened for the very first time to offer a new place of learning for the children of Kirkintilloch.

I wonder if the mums and dads - or maybe the grans and grandpas -remember what they were doing over the festive period 1958-1959 when the school was first opened?

I certainly know what I was doing, because this year is also my special anniversary year.  50 years ago at this time of year I had just been ordained a priest in Rome. I was back there last week, and I remembered a few things about St Flannan who is your special patron.

Does anyone know the story of St Flannan?

Well he’s not the best known saint in the world, but what we can gather is that he was a bishop in the 7th century. He was the son of an Irish chieftain, called Turlough.  He made a pilgrimage to Rome where Pope John IV consecrated him bishop and on his return he became the first bishop of Killaloe in Ireland and he also preached in the Hebrides in what is now Scotland. His feast day is December 18th – today.

Today’s bishops are the successors of St Flannan and his generation of Christians, and we too make our pilgrimage to Rome to receive from the Pope our mandate to serve the people entrusted to us. Indeed when I was ordained a priest in October 1958, a few days later another Pope John was elected – John XXIII.
So there is a series of links that bind us together – our sharing of this anniversary time, our links to Rome and the common efforts of preaching the Christian faith in Scotland.

All of these connections remind us of the greatest connection we have, and that is, we all share the same faith in Jesus and His Church.

So today, no matter where we come from, all of us are united by a special bond, and we are united too to those first classes of boys and girls who came through the doors of the new St Flannan’s school 50 years ago and united to a billion people all over the Catholic world.

Our links reach out horizontally to embrace the world and reach out through history to link us to the great saints through the ages with whom we share a common faith.

At this time of year, apart from the Feast of St Flannan, we have another feast very much in our mind, don’t we children? The feast of Christmas.  And Christmas is such a special feast that for four weeks before it we prepare for the big day.  That is the season of Advent.
At home you might be preparing by putting up the Christmas tree or doing the Christmas shopping or wrapping presents.  But the most important way we can prepare for Baby Jesus being born on Christmas day is to prepare ourselves internally.  That’s what Advent is all about.

So maybe we could make a special promise during this last week before Christmas to really prepare well for the feast – one very good way is by going to confession. You know how you clean out and tidy up the house for a special visitor’s arrival, well in the same way we need to do the same with our lives as we prepare for Jesus’ arrival.

We could also try to spend a bit more time in silence, thinking about what really happened 200 years ago in Bethlehem when Mary gave birth to Jesus. That would be a very good way of preparing for Christmas.
I’m sure you have been very familiar with that idea of preparing for a big day over the last little while when you have been preparing celebrations of the school’s 50 years.  
Let’s use this special anniversary to thank God for all the good things he has given us and given to all the boys and girls who have come to these school doors over the last half century.  
And as we do so, let’s promise to do our best to live well, as Jesus wants, following the example of St Flannan and always putting God first in our lives.

I can’t end today without mentioning Fr Conway, who died so recently. I know how much he loved this parish of St Flannan’s and I can readily see in my mind’s eye the great pride he would have had in welcoming me here today and showing me the great fidelity of the people of Kirkintilloch.

So today, I ask you to remember him in a special way, asking God to welcome him into the joy of heaven after a life of tireless labour in the parishes of the Archdiocese.

Dear friends, may the next 50 years be as fruitful as the last  and may God bless the staff, pupils, parents and friends of St Flannan’s Primary today and always. Amen.

